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barren rocky hill, but the fall is not more than a few feet
A little higher up are apertures in the ground, through
which warm blasts of sulphuretted hydrogen are constantly
issuing with more or less noise, according to the size of the
holes. These blasts are no doubt what the ancients deemed
the breath of Pluto. The pool is now called Mefite and the
holes Mefitinelle. On the other side of the pool is a smaller
pond called the Coccaio^ or Cauldron, because it appears to
be perpetually boiling. Thick masses of mephitic vapour,
visible a hundred yards off, float in rapid undulations on its
surface. The exhalations given off by these waters are
sometimes fatal, especially when they are borne on a high
wind But as the carbonic acid gas does not naturally rise
more than two or three feet from the ground, it is possible
in calm weather to walk round the pools, though to stoop is
difficult and to fall would be dangerous. The ancient temple
of Mefitis has been replaced by a shrine of the martyred
Santa Felicita.1
Similar discharges of poisonous vapours took place at
various points in the volcanic district of Caria, and were the
object of superstitious veneration in antiquity. Thus at the in Caria.
village of Thymbria there was a sacred cave which gave out
deadly emanations, and the place was deemed a sanctuary
of Charon.2 A similar cave might be seen at the village of
Acnaraca near Nysa, in the valley of the Maeander. Here,
below the cave, there was a fine grove with a temple dedi-
cated to Pluto and Persephone. The place was sacred to
Pluto, yet sick people resorted to it for the restoration of
their health. They lived in the neighbouring village, and
the priests prescribed for them according to the revelations
which they received from the two deities in dreams. Often
the priests would take the patients to the cave and leave
them there for days without food. Sometimes the sufferers
themselves were favoured with revelations in dreams, but
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